LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE

PS 2530  EARLY MODERN POLITICAL THOUGHT

INSTRUCTOR: D. WEST

MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY 8:30AM-10:00AM

OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY – 10:00AM-11:00AM

TELEPHONE: 343-8304

E-MAIL:  doug.west@lakeheadu.ca

This course covers the period of modern political thought from Machiavelli to Marx, focusing on the development of the state, ideology, rights, nationalism and revolution.  It is important that students understand the basic ideas that animate modern political action and the social and historical context within which they were developed. It is also important that students feel free to engage in dialogue about the importance of these ideas and how they remain relevant to our political environment. In order for class discussion to become an important part of the course, students are encouraged to come to class having read the material and reviewed the notes provided for the course on WebCT.

Grading:

30%  Comparative Essay – Students will be required to choose two thinkers and provide a comparative analysis of their respective ideas about certain subjects that will be discussed in class. The preferred length for this assignment is 8-10 pages (double-spaced 12 point font) and it is due on the last day of class.

30%  Chapter Summary – students are required to complete a 5-7 page summary of one of the Chapters of the text. The summary shall include a presentation and analysis of the main themes and arguments of the Chapter. This assignment is due in the first class after the Winter Break.

40% Final Examination – Students will be given a choice of essay questions that cover the work studied throughout the entire course. The class will decide whether or not this will be in the form of a take-home examination or be scheduled during the official examination period.

Required Text:

Germino, Dante.  Machiavelli to Marx: Modern Western Political Thought.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1971.

CLASS READING SCHEDULE

January 5 – Introduction – General Discussion of  “Modernity”

January 10-12  Machiavelli – pp. 1-55

January 17-19  Reformation Political Thought – pp. 55-89

January 24-26 Hobbes and Locke – pp. 90-149

January 31 – February 2 – The Enlightenment – pp. 150-178

February 7-9 – Rousseau – pp. 179-213

February 21-23 – Burke, Bentham and Mill – pp. 214-254

February 28-March 2- Dilemmas of Liberalism – Spencer and Green – pp. 255-272

March 7-9 – Scientism and Sociology – Saint-Simon and Comte – pp. 273-299

March 14-16 – Messianic Nationalism – Fichte and Mazzini – pp. 300-319

March 21-23 – Hegel – pp.320-343

March 28-30 – 19th Century Radical Thought – Fourier, Proudhon, Marx – pp. 344-386

April 4 – Epilogue and Review – pp. 387-390

A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SOURCES WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE ON THE WEBCT HOMEPAGE.

